A mainstay, of both traditional Judaism and Christianity, is the firm
belief in the future resurrection of the dead. But what happens to people
in the time between death and resurrection? Do people somehow go into
absolute unconsciousness, only to then be somehow recreated? Is the
death of a human being little different than the death of an animal? Or,
is the death of a human being quite different than the death of an
animal, with the consciousness of mind, memory, experience, and
creativity—often called to be a “soul” —temporarily held in another
dimension until the resurrection? This is a debate presently taking place
throughout the broad Messianic community.

A much more vigorous debate takes place regarding what is going to
occur to unrepentant, unrighteous sinners. Will these people experience
a never-ending, ongoing eternal punishment? Or, will these people
experience an obliteration from existence? Strong and firm
disagreements between those who affirm some sort of ongoing eternal
punishment, versus those who believe in annihilationism, have been
present in Christian theology for the past century. These debates have
been taken up by many people within the Messianic sphere of
influence, with more than a few not quite knowing how to sort through
it.

This resource, Messianics and the Afterlife, thoroughly discusses the
issues of the intermediate state between death and resurrection, and the
different dimensions of eternal punishment. It also offers some Q & A
on the afterlife, and a preliminary analysis on where much of the subject
matter currently stands for our faith community, in the 2020s.
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Introduction

Without any doubt, one of the most uncomfortable subjects which any
human being has to confront in life is death. You do not have to be that
well versed in reading the Bible, to adequately understand how death is a
part of living. With the possible exception of those who will actually be
alive at the moment of the Second Coming (1 Corinthians 15:51), the
biological life functions of each and every one of us will cease. A mainstay,
of both Judaism and Christianity, has been the firm belief in the future
resurrection of the dead. A Scripture passage like Daniel 12:1
unambiguously declares, “Many of those who sleep in the dust of the
ground will awake...” (NASU). Everyone whom I know in today’s broad
Messianic movement, would agree that the deceased from all ages will
have their physical remains reanimated and resurrected to new biological
life.

Yet for many, questions abound about what is to occur in the time
period between physical death and future resurrection. Do people
somehow go into absolute unconsciousness, only to then be somehow
recreated? Is the death of a human being little different than the death of
an animal? Is the death of a human being quite different than the death of
an animal, with the consciousness of mind, memory, experience, and
creativity —more often called in the vernacular to be a “soul” —temporarily
held in another dimension until the resurrection?

A much more vigorous debate takes place regarding what occurs to
unrepentant, unrighteous sinners. Will the condemned experience a never-
ending, ongoing eternal punishment? Or, will the condemned experience
an obliteration from existence? Strong and firm disagreements between
those who affirm some sort of ongoing eternal punishment, versus those
who believe in annihilationism, have been present in Christian theology
for the past century.

The topic of eternal punishment, or Hell as it is most commonly
known, is not one which brings any degree of happiness or joy to the Bible
teacher. It brings a great deal of unhappiness and lamentation. Yet, it is not a
topic which can at all be legitimately ignored. It is one which requires an
evaluation of the different ideologies involved, a classification of various
original language terms regarding “destroy” and their nuances, the time
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and setting of various passages of Scripture—and above all a weighing of
the value of an individual's salvation.

This updated and expanded volume takes up some of the
uncomfortable discussion which has gone on in contemporary theology
regarding death, the afterlife, eternal punishment, and how it affects our
contemporary Messianic faith community. No person within today’s
Messianic movement, should ever have to wait until the uncomfortable
moment of facing death—to sort through some of the main theological and
ideological matters of the afterlife. It is my sincere hope that this resource,
Messianics and the Afterlife, will be used to help you answer and resolve the
different dimensions of human composition and destiny.

J.K. McKee
Editor, Messianic Apologetics
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What Happens Between
Death and the Resurrection?

Death is one of the most difficult topics which any human being ever has
to deal with.! None of us likes dealing with the death of a family member,
a close friend, or even people we do not know but still admire. Many
people regularly visit the gravesite of a loved one, whereas others have
their remains cremated and scattered into the wind. Even if you do not
regularly visit a cemetery where your loved one may be buried, thoughts
and memories of the deceased will undoubtedly still come to your mind
from time to time, and the last memory you may have of such a person—
that of your loved one’s funeral —is perhaps what you remember.

The Holy Scriptures give us as Believers a great deal of comfort, as we
know that we will see those who die in the faith again. Those of us who
believe in the doctrine of resurrection, know that a gravesite is not the final
destination. The Apostle Paul, writing to the Thessalonicans who had
largely not grown up in a culture of resurrection, corrected them with this
instruction:

“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in
Messiah will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so
we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with
these words” (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18, NASU).

The doctrine of resurrection is comforting, because the process of
decomposition will be reversed. No matter how hard the funeral industry
may try to retard decay via embalming, the placement of a body in an
hermetically sealed casket, and then the placement of a casket in a heavy
airtight vault—a corpse will still decay. But as the Scriptures so properly

1 This analysis was originally entitled “To Be Absent From the Body” (2009).
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