
 

As a Messianic Believer, do you have a problem reading the New Testament? When 
you read the Apostolic Scriptures, are you confused when you encounter the Gospels, 
Acts, or Epistles? Have you possibly been taught that the “New Testament” replaces 
the “Old Testament,” and that there are contradictions between the two, only to be 
reconciled by the coming of Yeshua? Do you have difficulty reconciling the words of 
the Torah to Yeshua, Peter, Paul, John, and the other Apostles? 
 
If you have ever asked any of these questions, it is time that you receive a re-
introduction to the Apostolic Scriptures. These texts record the ministry and 
teachings of Yeshua the Messiah, the history of the First Century Messianic 
community, and the challenges that the early Believers in Yeshua faced. These texts 
are not contrary to the Torah, but do continue God’s progressive story that begins in 
Genesis. They have valuable lessons that every Messianic Believer and Messianic 
congregation must learn in this hour, as the Messianic community grows and 
matures. 
 
A Survey of the Apostolic Scriptures for the Practical Messianic takes you on a journey 
through the New Testament from a distinct Messianic point of view. The student, in 
company with his or her study Bible, is asked to read through each text of the 
Apostolic Scriptures, jotting down characters, place names, key ideas, and reflective 
questions. Each book of the New Testament is then summarized for its compositional 
data and asks you questions to get a good Messianic feel for the text. This workbook 
can be used for both personal and group study, and will be a valuable aid for any 
Messianic Believer wanting to study the whole Bible on a consistent basis. 
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INTRODUCTION 
One of the principal goals of the ministry work of Outreach Israel Ministries is to equip 
Messianic Believers in their spiritual growth, as we are all continually sanctified and made 
perfect by the power of God’s Spirit. One of the main reasons, behind studies such as this, is 
how we as the Messianic movement can move from having a raw view of the Bible’s 
teachings to having a more defined and well-polished theology.i I believe that this has been 
lacking in significant segments of the Messianic community, and significant lack of 
establishment (or even working toward more establishment) has made some Messianic 
individuals easy cannon fodder for the enemy. But this is not what the Lord wants. Our 
Heavenly Father wants us to have a relationship with Him via His Son, Yeshua, so that we 
may be equipped to perform His work in the world in a marvelous way. As Paul wrote the 
Colossians, “Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, 
that we may present everyone mature in Christ” (Colossians 1:28, ESV). 

But how are we to arrive at this state of being “complete” (NASU)? Is it something that 
happens instantaneously, or something that must occur over time via a continual and 
committed process? I think it is safe to say that any of us who have dedicated ourselves to 
the Lord know that while being forgiven of our sins and spiritually regenerated is 
something that happens instantly, being conformed to the image of the Messiah (Romans 
8:29) is something that can take a lifetime. We often battle with our flesh and with the 
influence of sin in our fallen world (Romans 7:23; Ephesians 6:12), and it is for this very 
reason why the transformation of our character to one more like God’s character will often 
take an entire lifetime. The mysteries of God’s universe are too complicated for us to 
understand all at once; we can only take them “in fragmentary and varied fashion” 
(Hebrews 1:1, NEB). 

There are some important keys that any spiritual mentor can tell you that will help you 
in your journey with the Lord. Each of us needs to pray every day. A consistent, disciplined 
time of prayer and one-on-one entreating and talking to God is absolutely imperative to 
have a right relationship with Him. Prayer is the time when we thank the Lord for the life 
He has given us, we ask Him questions about our lives and what we are doing, and we make 
requests of Him. Yeshua Himself says, “Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray 
and ask, believe that you have received them, and they will be granted you” (Mark 11:24). Of 
course, this must be tempered by the fact that not everything we ask for may be beneficial 

 
i Consult the various discussions present in Confronting Critical Issues: An Analysis of Subjects that Affects the 

Growth and Stability of the Emerging Messianic Movement. 
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for us. But, praying to the Lord and communing with Him will bring the right answer, and 
He will surely grant us what we need in its proper time. 

Each one of us also needs to be in fellowship and have accountability to other Believers. 
In the Messianic movement today, this is particularly important, as many of us are spread 
abroad and Messianic congregations for some are few and far between. It can also be 
extremely difficult. Many feel uncomfortable inside some of the Messianic fellowships or 
congregations that they attend, for whatever reason. As a growing movement, the spiritual 
needs of some people are simply not met at the Messianic congregations they visit or 
attempt to become involved with. This frequently takes place, unfortunately, because the 
leaders of fellowships and congregations are not mature enough to truly serve the spiritual 
needs of the people. It also commonly takes place because some Messianic assemblies are 
fractionalized among various “cliques,” representing a particular view or ideology on a 
subject or issue. Thankfully, technology has helped eliminate some of the distance barriers, 
cultural divides, and even social differences. Those who find themselves marginalized in 
some way need not be permanently alone. In order for any of us to survive spiritually, we 
need to be in the company of others—somehow—lest one of us is killed as a proverbial “lone 
ranger.” 

There is a third critical aspect of the faith process that is absolutely imperative to 
anyone who wants to grow in his or her relationship with God. Unfortunately—and 
surprisingly—in today’s emerging Messianic movement it gets widely overlooked: a 
consistent study of the whole Bible. 

What?! Some of you who attend Messianic fellowships and associate with those “who 
want to be fully Biblical” may consider this a strong accusation. But I have not accused 
anyone of not studying Scripture; I have rather made the statement that many do not 
consistently study the whole Bible. As a Messianic teacher, it has been my observation that 
the majority of Messianic Bible studies are focused on the weekly Torah portions. While I 
certainly do not wish to discount the important value of studying the Torah, many 
Messianics have made the reverse mistake of many Christians who only focus on the “New 
Testament.” How many of our Messianic youth, for example, are familiar with what the 
Gospels tell us about the life of Yeshua the Messiah, when all they may be focused on is 
studying Hebrew so they can read the Torah? How many know what the gospel of salvation 
truly is, as demonstrated by the Savior’s ministry? How many truly know how the good 
news was spread abroad in the Book of Acts to the Mediterranean world, and what the 
Apostles endured? Did you know that some Messianic youth do not even know who Paul 
was? 

I believe I am justified in asking if this is truly acceptable in a movement that 
strives to be “fully Biblical.” Failing to know who figures such as Paul are, who authored 
nearly a third of the Apostolic Scriptures, and the basic facts of the Gospels and Acts, are 
unacceptable for any generation of “Believers.” 
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It is very true that many of us come from Christian backgrounds where our study of 
the Bible had primarily been focused around the New Testament, and so entering into the 
Messianic movement has been a breath of fresh air for us. It is a good thing that people are 
studying the Torah consistently. But Torah study cannot become an end to itself; it must 
also be coupled with consistent meditation on the Prophets and histories of the Tanach, and 
with the instructions of Yeshua and the Apostles. The Torah may make up the foundation of 
the Bible, but it by no means is the only part of the Bible. What we learn in the Torah must 
be properly applied elsewhere. We have a responsibility to ourselves and our posterity to 
develop a fully Biblical theology firmly based on what we can read and understand in the 
authorized canon of Scripture. 

Christians who primarily focus on the Apostolic Scriptures can frequently become one-
sided in their approach to God, thinking that Yeshua the Messiah (Jesus Christ) came to 
abolish the Law of Moses—a Torah that many of them have not frequently examined. These 
people can also adopt the unfortunate view that our Creator is inconsistent in His approach 
to humanity in the texts of the “Old Testament” versus the texts in the “New Testament.” 
Some, whether consciously or not, have adopted the Marcionic heresy of believing that the 
God of the “Old Testament” is full of anger and wrath, whereas the God of the “New 
Testament” is full of love and grace.ii Some believe that Jesus was a pacifist who did not 
believe in any kind of war or violent resistance, whereas Ancient Israel was stoning 
offenders of the Law left and right and was a society in which no one would have wanted to 
live. Some believe that God would not condemn anyone as long as they “love others,” and 
would condone homosexual relationships. These may sound like extreme examples, but 
these attitudes are evidenced in some churches today. 

Reverse errors to these mistakes, however, rear themselves far too frequently in some 
parts of the emerging Messianic movement. Some people, who focus almost exclusively on 
the Torah in their Bible studies, forget that God is concerned about the salvation of the 
whole world, and not only Israel. Some forget the love, grace, and mercy of God—or think 
that our Heavenly Father’s love is only attainable by those who “keep His commandments,” 
as they do. Some forget that the world in which Ancient Israel during the reign of Kings 
David and Solomon was not the world that Yeshua the Messiah and the Apostles lived in, 
and is certainly not the world in which we live today in the Twenty-First Century. And, 
perhaps worse than anything else, some are not willing to let Yeshua’s instructions be 
primary to the teachings of Moses, in spite of his prophesying that “The LORD your God will 
raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen 

 
ii Marcionism is “The movement begun with Marcion in the second century, which rejected the validity of 

the OT witness for Christians because the God of the OT was believed to be incompatible with the loving God 
revealed through Jesus. Often persons who focus on the NT in their preaching or teaching and who overlook the 
OT as the ‘cradle’ for Jesus and the Christian faith (and hence who fail to give proper credence to the ‘Jewishness’ 
of Jesus and the early church) are accused of Marcionism” (Stanley J. Grenz, David Guretzki, and Cherith Fee 
Nordling, Pocket Dictionary of Theological Terms [Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1999], 75). 
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to him” (Deuteronomy 18:15; cf. Acts 3:22; 7:37). In perhaps the most extreme of cases, some 
would not hesitate to begin stoning sinners in their midst and would advocate that animal 
sacrifices must still be offered for the atonement of willful sin. These may likewise sound 
like severe examples, but you may hear them talked about in a few Messianic fellowships 
and assemblies (even if just hypothetically). 

How or why anyone arrives at these two extremes is not something that any of us can 
humanly determine, as only the Lord truly knows the true heart intent of every person. But 
the way to avoid these two extremes is obvious: we must submit ourselves to a consistent 
study of God’s Word. This does not include a selective reading of the Torah once a week, 
nor does it include selective readings from the Gospels, either. It must include us knowing 
what God’s Word says, being able to know the basic facts of Scripture, and being sensitive to 
the Holy Spirit when issues arise that require us to turn to an absolute authority. 

Those of you who have followed my Wednesday Night Bible Study podcast, since it 
began in July 2005, have noticed that we have largely focused on examinations of specific 
books from the Apostolic Scriptures (James, Hebrews, Philippians), as well as some topical 
studies. I fully believe that these have been helpful for many of you wanting to have a good, 
conservative, Messianic handle on these texts, and they will continue.iii However, these 
studies take a great deal of time and effort to go through chapter-by-chapter and verse-by-
verse. Admittedly, an entire lifetime of committed work lies before the Messianic 
interpreter, as I certainly do believe we are entering into a season of really being able to 
seriously refine and systematize our theology. If the history of the Reformation can teach us 
anything, progress in a movement can only truly be made when the Lord calls out certain 
individuals who are steadfast and determined enough to devote the time and effort to write 
commentaries on books of the Bible, and treatises on doctrine. Whether you agree with his 
theology or not, the Protestant movement is undoubtedly indebted to the work of John 
Calvin, who spent most of his life in Geneva doing precisely this—in a time when 
Protestanism was still in its infancy and fractionalized, not at all unlike the emerging 
Messianic movement today. 

We live in a Twenty-First Century that has enabled us to do more work in less time 
with the advent of computers, mass communication, and the Internet. However, we still 
have a significant load of projects and analyses ahead of us as the Messianic community, 
because while God raises up men and women to exposit on Messianic theology, so too must 
the work of daily ministry continue. No one can devote all of his or her time to exclusively 
focus on examining this text or that issue, when people have personal issues and crises that 
need to be dealt with, and new people are entering into the movement every day. People 
need real world solutions to their problems, and the only way we will find answers for them 
is by submitting to the instruction of God’s Word. Admittedly, it may be several decades 

 
iii Through 2011, these studies have further addressed: Galatians, Ephesians, Colossians and Philemon, 

Acts 15, and the Pastoral Epistles of 1&2 Timothy and Titus. 
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before we see the day that a person can have an entire bookshelf full of Messianic 
commentaries on the Apostolic Scriptures—much less the full Bible. 

We can probably wait a little longer to have a verse-by-verse set of commentaries on 
the Bible, as the Lord increasingly matures us and enables us to deal with those rather 
difficult issues that the whole of Scripture represents. The Holy Scriptures are the only place 
to which we can go to find the definitive answers for the challenges that our lives present to 
us. While we can probably wait to have a comprehensive understanding of every verse of 
the Bible, we cannot afford to wait on dealing with the Bible as a whole, on a macro level. 
Each of us must have a good handle on the basic facts of Scripture, so we can determine 
what our strengths and weaknesses are as the Messianic movement, and where we need to 
focus our attention and energies for the short term and the long term. In order to survey 
Scripture, we must read each book, not to try to figure out everything all at once, but to get a 
good idea about what the story is, who the characters are, how they interact, and the broad 
questions we should be asking ourselves. 

We are actually going to begin our survey of the Bible in the Apostolic Scriptures, and 
not in the Tanach. Some of you understandably may be asking, “Why? Doesn’t the Bible 
begin with the Book of Genesis?” This is true; the Bible does begin with the Book of Genesis. 
But in order to properly survey the Bible, we must go back in time and consider issues that 
are often not dealt with in an individual’s daily meditation on the Word. Most people just 
pick up the Bible and start reading. I consider this to be a serious mistake, because it is 
where the vast majority of interpretational errors occur. Most people who read the Bible do 
not consider when a Biblical book was composed, who the author was, where the author was 
when writing, and who the intended audience of the text was. When we do this, there is 
admittedly a great deal of controversy that exists between the far Right and the far Left of 
the theological spectrum, and everything in between—that we cannot avoid. We cannot act 
as though the Bible just “popped out of the sky.” 

I have purposefully chosen to begin our survey of the Bible with the Apostolic 
Scriptures or New Testament for several reasons. The first is that some Messianic Believers 
have become so zealous for the Torah that they literally need a re-introduction to Yeshua 
and the Apostles. The second is that many Messianic Believers who read the Apostolic 
Scriptures, who may not need a “re-introduction,” do need to have its books placed in a 
distinct Messianic context for them. The third, and perhaps most important, is that it is 
much easier to survey the Apostolic Scriptures as we are largely dealing with a broad First 
Century of 100 to 120 years, whereas the Tanach spans from the Creation of the world to the 
return of the Jewish exiles from Babylon, with contemporary literature spanning anywhere 
from 2,200 to 4,000 years. There is actually less controversy surrounding the composition of 
the New Testament than the Old Testament, so not surveying the Tanach before the 
Apostolic Scriptures has been done to introduce you to smaller issues before greater issues. 
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