
 

What has been commonly labeled the First Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians, is actually 
a second piece of correspondence written to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 5:9), and is 
a letter which tends to be quite puzzling for not just Christian readers, but most 
especially Messianic readers. While 1 Corinthians is hardly a letter that goes 
unappreciated, being able to sort through the divisions, sectarianism, and 
inappropriate actions of the different groups among the First Century Corinthian 
Believers, is something that can catch many completely off guard. Not enough, in 
looking through 1 Corinthians, are aware that they are engaged in reading one side of 
a two-sided conversation, between the Apostle Paul and a group of people who widely, 
and in some cases desperately, needed discipline and help. Between the letters of 1 and 
2 Corinthians, more was written from the Apostle Paul to the Corinthian Messiah 
followers, than any other group in the First Century C.E. 
 
A diverse array of topics—ranging from Biblical faith being the true and genuine 
philosophy, to the proper application of God’s supremacy over all supernatural beings, 
to the gifts of the Spirit, to the personal status of different individuals—is considered 
in 1 Corinthians. Admonitions are issued to those caught in sin, as are answers to 
errant ideas or sayings circulating among sectors of the Corinthian Messiah followers. 
Pleas for the Corinthians to return to a steady and secure path of faith and trust in the 
Lord are issued. 
 
Even with some discussion on parts of the letter of 1 Corinthians, here and there within 
the Messianic movement, 1 Corinthians still remains one of the most difficult and 
elusive writings within the Apostolic Scriptures (New Testament) for our faith 
community to examine. This resource, 1 Corinthians for the Practical Messianic, intends 
to change much of the insecurity that today’s Messianic people may have. Messianic 
Apologetics editor J.K. McKee focuses Messianic people on: the text of Paul’s letter, 
various translation issues from Greek into English, background issues from either 
Second Temple Judaism or Greco-Roman classicism, and academic proposals such as 
various statements in 1 Corinthians not at all being remarks of the Apostle Paul, but 
instead Corinthian slogans Paul is having to respond to or refute. This commentary is 
a significant resource for providing clarity to an epistle, where there has not been 
enough probing, for either its ancient or modern relevance. 
 
Also included in this commentary is an exposition on Acts 18:1-18: Paul’s visit to 
Corinth. 
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PROLOGUE 
2013-2014 was an important year for Outreach Israel Ministries, as our family finished the 
transition into this new season of our lives living back in the Dallas-Ft. Worth Metroplex, and 
began a period of consolidation, as we reach out into new spiritual frontiers. Our Wednesday 
Night Bible Study conducted a lengthy study of Paul’s letter to the Romans, which in terms of 
the production of commentary volumes in the for the Practical Messianic series, also marks an 
important point—as the bulk our examinations now, will mainly involve books of the Bible 
that have not often been touched by Messianic people.i This is most especially true of the 
examinations that we will be conducting over the next two years, as we reach toward 
completing an important benchmark in having Messianic commentaries released on all of the 
Pauline letters, with 1&2 Corinthians remaining. 

While I am consciously quite aware of how today’s broad Messianic community often 
has difficulty understanding passages within the letters of Paul (cf. 2 Peter 3:15), in my 
experience there are some letters we have more ease approaching (i.e., Romans, Ephesians) 
than others (i.e., Galatians, Philippians, Colossians). Yet when we open our Bibles, there is 
little denying the fact that the Apostle Paul wrote more to the Corinthians, than any other 
group of ancient Believers, as two letters (the first at sixteen chapters, and the second at 
thirteen chapters), have been preserved for us as Messiah followers. While there are for 
certain many verses and important passages we turn to, in order to be guided or find 
encouragement—1 Corinthians 13:13 being a significant one, as it says, “But now faith, hope, 
love, abide these three; but the greatest of these is love”—there are also many places in Paul’s 
Corinthian correspondence which completely confound and bewilder today’s Messianic 
people. I know this, because even though we are beginning what is likely to be the only 
extensive Messianic commentary on 1 Corinthians (and later 2 Corinthians) for quite some 
time—that almost every time I have had to explain passages such as 1 Corinthians 6:12-20;ii 

 
i As things stand today in 2015, for the Practical Messianic volumes have been released on: Acts 15, Romans, 

Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon, 1&2 Thessalonians, the Pastoral Epistles, Hebrews, 
James, as well as the survey studies of the Tanach and Apostolic Scriptures. 

Beyond the selective commentary appearing in David H. Stern’s Jewish New Testament Commentary, and the 
above mentioned texts, there have been, to the author’s knowledge, Messianic volumes composed on the Gospel 
of Matthew, Gospel of John, the General Epistles (James, 1&2 Peter, 1-3 John, Jude), as well as a wide selection of 
Torah and Haftarah resources. 

ii Consult the examination of 1 Corinthians 6:12 in The New Testament Validates Torah (2012), and the 
examination of 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 in the Messianic Kosher Helper (2014). 
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7:17-24;iii or 10:14-33,iv I have had to do so with probably giving more information than some 
thought was necessary, given the complexity of this letter and its original audience. 

How much of our relationship with 1 Corinthians has been disjointed from a reading of 
the complete letter, and has been associated more with “cherry picking” verses, as it were? 1 
Corinthians certainly has some good things to say! The supremacy of God is uplifted in Paul’s 
exclaim, “Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?” (1:20). Messianic people often love Paul’s 
direction, “Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact 
unleavened. For Messiah our Passover also has been sacrificed” (5:7). And for certain, the 
unity and diversity of people within the Body of Messiah, and their gifts and talents and skills, 
is represented in Paul’s assertion, “For even as the body is one and yet has many members, 
and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Messiah” 
(12:12). Even Paul’s firm declaration, “if Messiah has not been raised, then our preaching is 
vain, your faith also is vain” (15:14), is most imperative. 

Beyond these kinds of passages—which are most useful and quite edifying—how much 
do you really understand Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, or what is at least listed as his 
first letter to them? Are you aware that 1 Corinthians is not the first actual letter Paul wrote 
to the Corinthians (5:9)? How much of what Bible readers encounter in 1 Corinthians, 
involves reading the other side of an ongoing conversation, and with it some theorizing of 
what is being responded to? This was a group of First Century Believers which were confused 
at best, disjointed and fractured for certain, and licentious at worst. This has led to many 
different opinions, interpretations, and applications to emerge among Christian examiners 
of 1 Corinthians—many of which are quite good and useful for our consideration, and then 
some others which are not so good. And for certain, as today’s Messianic people should be 
most aware, a letter like 1 Corinthians does have various translation issues present from 
Greek into English, some of which are definitely rooted in theological value judgments and 
presuppositions. 

I have been blessed over the past four to eight years, between my studies at Asbury 
Theological Seminary (2005-2008) and working on various other writing projects, to have 
widely reasoned through the bulk of the “difficult” passages that 1 Corinthians tends to 
present to today’s Messianic people. Surprisingly for some, this does not just include those 
passages that concern the relevance of God’s Torah in the post-resurrection era (i.e., 6:12; 
10:13), but also concern the place of Jewish and non-Jewish Believers in the Body of Messiah 
(7:17-24; 9:20-22; 10:1). 1 Corinthians is a letter which presents our faith community with both 
external and internal challenges. Only a complete examination of Paul’s letter will help us to 
truly appreciate and inculcate those principles and ideals, enabling us to better understand 

 
iii Consult the FAQ, “1 Corinthians 7:17-24.” 
iv Consult the examination of 1 Corinthians 10:14-33 in the Messianic Kosher Helper (2014). 
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the challenges that this group of First Century Believers, in a very wicked and sinful city, 
encountered. 

What are we going to learn by fully going through the letter of 1 Corinthians? Each of us, 
being a part of a still-emerging and steadily maturing Messianic movement, probably brings 
a series of different expectations to Paul’s letter. Some of us just want some answers to those 
passages that strike us as perhaps being anti-Torah. Others of us want a better appreciation 
for the situation of the Corinthians, perhaps making connections and witnessing parallels 
with some sort of Messianic fellowship or assembly present on the scene today. Still, what a 
number of us probably do not want, is to be admonished from 1 Corinthians—in seeing that 
we have misinterpreted and misapplied some of Paul’s direction. And beyond this, there 
might even be one or two of us, who have just flat forgotten what Paul said in some parts of 1 
Corinthians. All in all, we need to be aware of how—in spite of each of us having an under-
developed, and even under-informed approach to 1 Corinthians—Paul himself acknowledged 
how this letter was difficult for him to write: “I do not write these things to shame you, but to 
admonish you as my beloved children” (4:14). So, in the event that any of us are admonished, 
convicted, or rebuked in some way—it is all with the explicit intention that we might grow 
as men and women of faith. 

1 Corinthians is a difficult letter, because of the history that sits behind it, the complex 
spirituality of its original recipients, as well as the diverse interpretations and applications 
that are derived from it. 1 Corinthians presents many puzzles to be solved by its readers, but 
they are not impossible puzzles. 1 Corinthians also provides a venue for some significant 
growth and maturation for each of us. For as Paul wanted of its original readers, and would 
certainly also tell us today, “Be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. 
Let all that you do be done in love” (16:13-14, RSV). A fair and thorough Messianic approach 
to 1 Corinthians is well-needed in this hour, especially as the mid-2010s is now upon us! 
 

J.K. McKee 
Editor, Messianic Apologetics 
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INTRODUCTION 
The letter of 1 Corinthians (Grk. Pros Korinthious A) is widely known among today’s Bible 
readers for a variety of very positive and edifying statements, most especially with 1 
Corinthians 13 being known as the proverbial “love chapter.”1 But while 1 Corinthians has 
many uplifting remarks, on the whole it can probably be said that not enough people 
approach Paul’s letter with his assertion, “Now concerning the things about which you 
wrote...” (7:1), in mind. When Bible readers sit down to really read through 1 Corinthians, they 
encounter a piece of work transcribed to a group of First Century Believers—some of them 
purported Believers—who needed some serious and severe help. Not recognizing some of the 
complicated background behind the composition of 1 Corinthians, contemporary readers are 
often at a loss regarding what to do with the complex series of topics addressed—much less 
how to apply a correct interpretation of them in the Twenty-First Century. Roy E. Ciampa and 
Brian S. Rosner are correct to acknowledge, “It is, in fact, one of Paul’s most difficult letters...It 
is far removed from our world...To make matters worse, far from arriving at a consensus, 
modern biblical scholarship throws up rival interpretations of the letter.”2 And if this is true 
regarding Christian examination of 1 Corinthians, then the limited Messianic 
examination seen from 1 Corinthians is not immune to this either. 

The Apostle Paul was informed as to events that had transpired among the Believers in 
Corinth (1:11; 16:17-18), particularly in terms of the factionalism that had arisen. A previous 
letter had been written to these people (5:9), which they apparently had misunderstood (5:10-
11). The piece of correspondence that we call 1 Corinthians tries to offer some clear direction 
and admonition to a group of people riddled with a whole host of problems—which is why it 
can be so difficult for contemporary readers and examiners. Stephen C. Barton properly 
asserts, “It has been well said that reading 1 Corinthians is like reading someone else’s mail,”3 
and it is precisely in the areas of trying to posit what was being said on the other side of the 

 
1 Please note that in spite of the common reference to 1 Corinthians as “the Book of 1 Corinthians,” I am going 

to purposefully refer to the text as either the Epistle of 1 Corinthians or the letter of 1 Corinthians, and not use this 
reference. By failing to forget that this text is a letter written to a specific audience in a specific setting (and not 
Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians at that; cf. 5:9), we can make the common error of thinking that this was a text 
written directly to us. Our goal as responsible interpreters is to try to reconstruct what this letter meant to its 
original audience first, before applying its message in a modern-day setting. 

2 Roy E. Ciampa and Brian S. Rosner, Pillar New Testament Commentary: The First Letter to the Corinthians 
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2010), 1. 

3 Stephen C. Barton, “1 Corinthians,” in James D.G. Dunn and John W. Rogerson, eds., Eerdmans Commentary 
on the Bible (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003), 1314. 
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